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REVIEW: NUMA Sport Optics 
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Alright, the time is here for us to release the review we did on sunglasses NUMA Sport Optics. The first thing I would like to bring up is that if you're a 12 inch tall operator, then these run a tad large. It is cool though I am used to it and I adapt and overcome. So on to our adventure.

I received these on July 2nd, just in time for the 4th of July weekend. You know we were pleased to oblige the folks over at NUMA by testing out their glasses. We received two pair to T&E as only we can.

The ones I test were the "Point". They have the Oakley "Gas Can" feel, but much better. Just to be up front, I am an Oakley fan and own about 4 different pair...these NUMA had a lot to live up to. So I took them out of the box, and low and behold they had 3 lenses with them! I had the dark lenses, clear, and a light redish tinted lenses. First off I thought the redish ones were a bit much, but after trying them on, I really liked them. I'll discuss this later.
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Let me start with the feel of the 'Points'. As I said, this style has the "Gas Can" feel, where they wrap around and let very little light in the sides. The major difference is the Numa 'Points; have a rubber nose piece and rubber pieces on the inside and out of where it sits on top of the ear. This way it grips you brain housing group and the inside of the ear tip much better. In turn this helps out more to prevent slipping. It grips like a warm tire at the race track, with no discomfort. 

[image: image9.jpg]



Now our 4th of July started with a bang in all senss of bang. There was a wreck right in front of the ranch where I'm staying, when a guy and his wife hit a tree head on at 55mph at least. My handler had just put his NUMAs on and just happened to be outside when this happened. He heard it and ran the 200 meters around to the gate and out to the wreck. He wound up being the first on scene and doing all that is involved with that and waiting for paramedics, fire, and police. He claimed the NUMA's worked out perfect, and he knows better than to lie to me. It was 104 degrees out and he was sweating and stated the never had to push his sunglasses up once. Now that's grip! So with all that said, I give this design on a scale 1-10, 10 being highest a 9.8.

Now we are back to the lenses. Again I received the dark, clear, and the redish lenses. Let me tell you some information on their lenses. They have UV protection safety standards, and are polycarbonate, light and color filtration, and can be polarized. Now remember the Electo-Magnetic Spectrum. NUMA engineered these to block 100% ultraviolet light that protect the eyes from exposure. I say that because of my own light sensitive eyes and how the lenses worked perfect for me. Now that we have that out of the way, on to the dark tinted lenses. For your everyday out and about driving, golfing, riding, or what ever floats your boat, they are great. Everything you could ask for in a dark lens. They were dark enough, but not too dark. All in all outstanding shading. The next lens is the clear, but I want to save the best test for last, just to keep you hanging here. The reddish lens I thought was going to be a joke. Being a long time shooter and not really liking the yellow lens types, I figured I would give them a shot. Why not? So I popped out the dark lenses and popped in the reddish lenses. (By the way they have to be the simplest lenses to change out I have every come across). So after putting the red lens in we were off on a track. 
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I wanted to test these bad boys out! Now let me put this to rest so you are not freaking out. This lens color is a red/orange colo, but on the light side. So you can rest assured it is not that much of a target indicator, certainly not as much as yellow lenses can be. Back to the mission at hand...We set out on a track to test these, to see how they might be used by a tactical tracker on a follow-up. I have to tell you, my handler could tell the difference right away. He kept telling me how funny this was because I am only 12 inches tall and can't wear them and he is having all the fun. It's ok, I'll get my revenge later. The way these reddish lens work is strange, but it works and ultimately that's good enough for us. I am going to need some of your help here to visualize this. Think back to how you use to watch TV on an old TV, then look over at your new HD TV with 1080p. That's the difference these lenses made. Go walk around with some other glasses in your backyard and then put these on and you're in HighDef! They worked great, bu kept down the glare and over-saturation of light. The image was crisp. It made looking for spoor on the track that much easier. Now, I'm not saying these lenses will work miracles, they're not going to make a Scott-Donelan level out of a Peter Griffin but they do help out. To me everything stood out a little better. The other great thing about these reddish lenses is that you can walk from outside to inside and have no transition problems. It seemed like walking inside with clear lenses on. Really great lens and that surprised us! We couldn't stop trying these in different types of light and they consistently performed better than ever expected. If I were to rate the reddish lenses it would be a 9.9 for sure. The only down side to this lens was you could really see the finger prints when you touched it on the outside. BUT you couldn't see it inside, so it didn't affect looking through them. I am just OCD and don't like seeing finger prints on the outside of my sunglasses. (and if you think I'm bad, you should see my handler.)

Now let's get to the good part where I got my revenge on my handler. So by now you might have forgotten that it was the 4th of July weekend. And yes you might think to yourself, "Hmmm, I wonder if they did fireworks?" Well let me answer that with a "Did we ever!" There we were, just getting back from the follow-up earlier when my handler was changing out the lenses to the clear ones. We were going to test the clear lenses at night. After changing the lenses out he put them down and went in to change.
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Five minutes later he is back and we are starting some fireworks. About 15 minutes go by and he goes in for another drink and I grab the glasses and run out and put them on a strand of 24 M5000s. He walks out and everyone is laughing. You should have seen his face when I was running away from the fuse I'd just lit. We had family falling off the back porch they were laughing so hard! After a few seconds all you heard were 24 M5000s blowing up. 

Those NUMA 'Points' with clear lenses went about 6 feet in the air!

AWESOME! We all went out there and the frames were in one piece, but unfortunately the lenses are gone. At first we feared the worst, but turns out the lenses were just a couple of feet away, and they were in one piece too. The frames had some powder burns, that easily[image: image13.jpg]


 were washed off. The lenses had a few chips or nicks in them but were fully functional. We rinsed those off and popped them back in and they were good to go. Now that might and might not be too extreme but it proved that they live up to NUMA's word. They didn't shatter and the frames didn't break either. As shown it their own videos they only thing that happens is the lenses pop out. But that is under a lot of pressure. So these lenses would get another high rating of 9.8. All said and done, all three lenses are very good quality and top of the line lenses.
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The only thing we have left to cover are the frames. There is not too much to show here. If you watched NUMA's videos off their site, they have done just about everything you can to these things. Of course we did try bending them until they snapped and throwing them into brick walls and stuff. NOTHING! They held true to form and didn't break. The picture here to the left shows what they looked like after the fireworks. All the powder burn washed right off. The only thing I forgot to mention was how one of our artillery rounds landed in the pasture here at the ranch and caught a few hundred square feet on fire. As you might've guessed, my handler had them on while putting out the fire. He told me, "I forgot they were even on, they're so light. Worked fine with 5 foot flames roaring around me."

Since I have covered the NUMA 'Points', Richard should have his review of the "Low Pro" sunglasses this week. So if you would like to know more about NUMA Sport Optics head over to their site and read up on them! We would like to thank Jake over at NUMA for sending us the sunglasses to test out. I enjoyed testing them and would endorse these any day of the week! "I'm Slim Call and I approve this message!"
Posted by Slim at 10:59 AM 0 comments 
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REVIEW: NUMA Sport Optics Pt. II 
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I would like to thank my small colleague and fellow small operator Slim for his take on the sunglasses he tested, and would also like to repeat size caveat. When you're our size its hard to find gear that fits, but the guys over at Numa asked for our opinions, so we were damn sure gonna give 'em! I wasn't sure to begin with exactly what I was going to do to the glasses to put 'em through their paces, but I wound up having a lot of fun with 'em. In fact, I haven't had this much fun since I got drunk on rakija and puked cevapčići all over Dalton Fury (but that's another story).

Let me make it clear up front that when I do a review on a piece of kit I'm brutally honest. I figure there might be some other poor bastard out there spending his last hundred bucks on a pair of sunglasses (or whatever) and I owe it to him to tell it like it is. This is even more important when you start talking about gear an operator might wear on the sharp end. So, when you read this I'm not sugarcoating anything, nor am I blowing smoke up anyone's ass. 

Anyway, the glasses Slim had me to check out were the Lo-Pros. I have to be up front and tell you I didn't care for them when I first pulled them out of the box. They're a little smaller than I usually care for and they sat on my head funny. It took me a minute to fix that, and I'd almost convinced myself that my left ear was just lower on my head than the right, but I eventually sorted it out. Numa's have very flexible frames, so I just bent them back and forth a bit until I got 'em where I wanted them. They don't seem to have an overdeveloped tensile memory, so while they will resume their normal shape, there is enough flexibility that you can modify the fit a little bit. This would later prove to be beneficial when I threw them in the bottom of my 3-day pack and carried them around for a couple days with a bunch of miscellaneous crap piled on top of 'em.

I threw the glasses around a little bit outside on a hiking trail, without damage, then took 'em in and played fetch with the dogs with them. You see, one of my handlers' brother is a K9 officer and more than one pair of sunglasses and tactical goggles have fallen victim to his current four-legged partner. I figured it would make a good test. I'm happy to report that after fifty throws and returns with my handler's smaller mutt, the only untoward result [image: image17.jpg]


was that a lens popped [image: image18.jpg]


out. Easily remedied. I then turned the glasses over to the other dog (the Boerboel), which did not to quite as well. The lenses, amazingly enough, remained scratch-free, but alas one side of the frames will forever more be chewed halfway through with teeth marks.

One thing I got to wondering while I was busy with all this...the box my Lo-Pros came in had a slogan on the side. It went "Sunglasses as tough as you are", or words to that effect. Something for JB and the other guys at Numa to consider--what if the guy wearing your glasses is a weak assed bitch? You can't always count on your glasses being worn by guys like Slim, me, Michael Westen, Eric Wilber, Jake Bennett or Dr. Teeth and the Electric Mayhem. I'm not sure if it's legal or not, but you might consider just not selling to pansies, pussies, the weak-hearted or weak-willed, Walter Mittys or people that voted for Al Franken. Just a thought.

Anyway, my next series of tests included smashing the lenses with a ram and scraping at the frames with a halligan tool. My handler advised the sunglasses were good while driving, nice and dark, but that he'd have wanted more coverage if he'd been wearing them on the range. I considered reminding him that these weren't necessarily shooting glasses, being designed for backpackers and parasailors and the like, but ultimately decided to save my breath. 
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The last test I conducted was tossing them down in the grass and hitting them with a weedeater. Though the impact of the line tossed them across the sidewalk and into my neighbor's yard, I was surprised to find the lenses still unblemished. Unfortunately, the mutt saw them go flying through the air and apparently didn't realize he was no longer part of the T&E procedure. As a result there was another period of sunglasses-in-dog-teeth that lasted nearly an hour until I cornered the little bastard back by the water meter and got them away from him.

Oh, and in case you were wondering, I popped on lens out and put it back repeatedly, so see if it would wear quickly. I did so a couple dozen times and had no difficulty with retention afterward.

Though I didn't like the way they felt on my head at the beginning of my test battery that soon changed. Once I got used to them I decided that I liked them a lot. I would warn potential buyers, however, that if you're a big guy or just have a huge head (like that Scottish kid in So I Married An Axe Murderer) then these might not be the sunglasses for you. I'd try them on first before you drop the money. You might find that a different pair of Numa Optics would be better for you.

I have to tell you, after putting them through everything I put them through, I am hands down now a Numa man. My Oakleys will now go into my range box as back-ups and my Wiley-Xs will remain wherever the hell they went when I lost them. I would close with a picture of my primary handler in those Numa Lo-Pros, but unfortunately at some point between coming in from the weedeater ordeal and setting up on the laptop to do this write-up, that damn dog got them off the table and bailed with them again.

Final Evaluation: 
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Here's the lens popped out with no damage to the sunglasses at all!
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Here's me going loud:






The most entertaining one, though, had to be shooting them with an AT-4. Now, bear in mind this is a Mad Duo sized AT-4, but still...don't try this at home folks.

Here's me getting set:
 are damn sure MAD DUO APPROVED. Go get you some.





Posted by Swingin' Dick at 2:37 AM 0 comments 
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